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 TOWN OF STRATHAM  
Department of Public Works 

70 Bunker Hill Avenue • Stratham, NH 03885 • 603-772-5550 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: 
Michael Houghton, Select Board Chair 
Allison Knab, Select Board Vice Chair 
Joe Anderson, Select Board 

CC: David Moore, Town Administrator 

FROM: Tim Stevens, Director of Public Works 

DATE: 7/18/2024 

RE: Proposed Adaptation of Smyk Park Garden into a Rain Garden with Vegetated Swales 

 
The purpose of this memo is to propose an adaptation to the previously proposed Smyk Park Improvements. 
We have identified an opportunity to transform this garden into a Rain Garden, supplemented with 
vegetated swales on either side. This new design will not only fulfill the original aesthetic and community 
engagement goals but also provide significant environmental benefits. 
 
Proposed Changes: 

1. Rain Garden: The garden will be adapted into a Rain Garden, which will function similarly to the 
originally proposed plan created by Jeff Hyland in terms of plant selection and layout. However, the 
Rain Garden will be specifically designed to manage stormwater runoff, allowing for natural 
infiltration and filtration of water. 

2. Vegetated Swales: We propose adding vegetated swales on either side of the Rain Garden where the 
pipe under the road drains out and where the rainwater gathers naturally due to the slope of the 
park. These swales will help direct runoff, enhancing its capacity to manage stormwater and further 
improving water quality. 

 
Benefits of the New Design: 

• Environmental Impact: The Rain Garden and vegetated swales will play a crucial role in reducing 
stormwater runoff and improving water quality by filtering pollutants. This approach aligns with our 
commitment to sustainable practices and environmental stewardship. 

• MS4 Permit Compliance: This project will help the Town of Stratham meet the requirements of the 
MS4 permit, specifically in reducing nitrogen levels in stormwater runoff. By implementing these 
Best Management Practices (BMPs), we can gain valuable credits towards our MS4 permit 
compliance. 

• Dual Purpose Solution: This redesigned project allows us to address two significant needs with a 
single initiative. It enhances the park’s aesthetic and recreational value while contributing to our 
environmental and regulatory obligations. 

 
We believe this adaptation will bring substantial benefits to our community and environment. I recommend 
we move forward with the necessary planning and approvals to implement this updated design for Smyk 
Park. Attached to this memo you fill find the following:  

• Material Cost Breakdown 
• Photos of proposed fencing and plants to be used 
• Design sketches 
• Rain Garden and Vegetation Swale resources.  
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Thank you for considering this proposal. We look forward to discussing it further and addressing any 
questions you may have. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tim Stevens 
Town of Stratham 
Director of Public Works 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


















